Story Stones … on the path that leads to Jesus

children’s conversations for Lent 2004

By Karmen Krahn Fehr

PERMISSION FOR USE IS GRANTED TO SUBSCRIBERS OF LEADER MAGAZINE.  

Setting

Gather with the children around a path. The path should be cluttered and lined with stones of various sizes. Specific stones will be designated for particular scriptures. Coordinate the handling of these props with the scripture reader prior to worship.

The Story Stone ritual

Each week begins with a brief conversation to focus attention on the biblical theme. Select the designated Story Stone and either hold it or ceremonially present it to the scripture reader. 

Introduction

to serve as a general introduction to the children’s focus on the first Sunday of Lent
This path (indicate visually) is going to take us on a journey for the next six weeks. At the end we will arrive at Easter, the place where Jesus rose from the tomb. But along the way we will find the path cluttered with many stones. Some will be big enough to stand on and too heavy to move, others small enough to hold or put in our pocket. These are called Story Stones and one by one they will tell us the stories of people who, like us, are on their way to Jesus. At the end, we will find the most important Story Stone in all of Christian history: the one that was rolled away from Jesus’ tomb. It is the Easter stone. As we make our way toward Easter it will be our job to clear the path by listening to the stories.

Lent 1: Stumbling stones

Luke 4:1-13 

Gathering 

Invite stories of rock collections and collections of other varieties. Sometimes we are tempted to gather a whole bunch of things, more than we could ever need. Sometimes we are tempted to collect stones only to throw them. Sometimes we might be tempted to climb to the highest rock in the park and tell everyone there that we are “the boss.”

Listening

Today, Jesus is going to stand among these stones (on the path) and tell us about temptation. He could have been violent or greedy or showy. Let’s find a Story Stone so Jesus can tell us about it …

Lent 2: Throwing stones

Luke 13:31-35 

Gathering

Who here can make a bird sound or a birdcall? Do you know of any bird watchers? Describe it as a hobby of quietness and patience, of watching and listening. Being a Christian is a little like bird watching. It means waiting and paying close attention to what Jesus has said. And sometimes prayer is like a birdcall – a sound we make that God will recognize and respond back to. God knows the sound of joy and sadness, of fear and peace, of apologies and gratitude.

Listening

In today’s story we’ll hear that Jesus was a type of bird watcher too. But he also describes himself as a bird! Let’s pick up the Story Stone and listen like bird watchers …

Lent 3: Living on stones

Luke 13:1-9

Gathering

If you were an apple tree, what kind of fruit would you make? If you were a strawberry bush, what kind of berries would you make? If you were a Christian tree, what kind of person would you make? (invite stories of Christian virtue)

Listening

Sometimes church people fail to produce the kind of behavior God is looking for. When that happens we pray this way: “Dear God, we’re sorry.” But sometimes we are just craving the kind of food and water that can make us grow into good people. Then our prayers sound more like, “Jesus! Be patient with me!” Jesus is like a gardener. We can imagine him sitting on a Story Stone beneath the Tree of You and Me. He will feed us and water us with his words from scripture.

Lent 4: The Stone wall

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32   

Gathering

Who has a fence in their yard? (invite descriptions of size and function) But how do you get in and out? (with great concern, invite descriptions of and emphasize the importance of the gate)
Listening

Sometimes fences are made of wood, sometimes out of rock and they are very real to the touch. Sometimes though, fences are invisible. There are imaginary fences between people in families and neighborhoods, between people of different skin colors. Let’s imagine that Jesus is like a gate. He makes it possible for people to go in and out and be close to each other. Let’s take a Story Stone and see what it becomes today.

Lent 5: Anointing Stones

John 12:1-8

Gathering

What is that smell? (invite children to smell a perfume-scented stone) Do you know what I think this is? I think it’s an offering. Where is the offering plate? (have usher bring a collection plate) What do we usually put in here? (money) Hmm. What else would fit in here? What else do we offer to God in worship? (prayer, singing, tears, laughter, secrets.)  These are all different kinds of offering.

Listening

But I don’t know of anyone else who made an offering of perfume other than Mary. I think this must be hers. Let’s take this Story Stone and give it to the ones who will tell us about it …

Palm Sunday: The Cornerstone

Psalm 118: 1-4, 19-29


Gathering

Rehearse the children’s role in the scripture presentation. Three children will be scripted and will have rehearsed with the reader prior to the service. The rest can respond at the reader’s cues and with the help of the congregation. Lines will include: “God’s steadfast love endures forever.”  “Hosanna! Hosanna!” and “We will rejoice and be glad in it!”

Listening

Tell the children that the Story Stones will be placed in each of their hands today because of the special role they’ll play in the telling of the scripture. Some children can also have branches or coats to lay on the path.

Easter: Tombstone 

Luke 24:1-12 or Matthew 28:1-10

Gathering

For the past six weeks we’ve been making our way along this imaginary path that has led us to Easter. But you know, there was someone who walked the real path. Her name was Mary. Mary was one of Jesus’ dearest friends and disciples and she discovered the very first Story Stone. In fact, Mary became the very first Story Teller of Jesus’ resurrection. 

Listening

Wouldn’t it be wonderful to see the massive rock that Mary saw that day! I think if we look along our path we’ll find some tiny pebbles. The Bible (Matthew’s version) tells us there was an earthquake right before Mary walked up the path. Maybe that’s what loosened the stone from the tomb’s entrance … Mary found an angel sitting on the stone and he gave her the story she would tell … Invite the children to take smaller rocks or pieces as symbols of the earthquake that shook the boulder loose.
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