By Karmen Krahn Fehr

PERMISSION FOR USE IS GRANTED TO SUBSCRIBERS OF LEADER MAGAZINE.  

Lent 5   Anointing stones
John 12: 1-8

Cast: Off-stage, amplified reader. Acting-only roles include Jesus, Mary, Martha, Lazarus and Judas.

Props: a stone that fits in a basket, a long white strip of cloth, an ornate bottle with perfume or water

Preset: a wrapped stone (Lazarus), an empty basket (Martha), a concealed bottle (Mary), Judas offstage

Production notes: Lazarus, Martha and Mary in an angled “receiving line” in this order. Jesus enters from rear. Rehearse timing of entrances and action with the reader. Allow time for reverent handling of the rock. As in pantomime, actors should make no effort to mouth the words or act out the dialogue. Their primary focus is with the stone and each other.

The most important thing for a Jew in the week before Passover is to get to Jerusalem before the festival begins. The most important thing for Jesus was to visit his friends along the way. The events of the coming days would jeopardize both his safety and theirs. Knowing all this, Jesus took the back roads, no doubt where there were stones in his sandals and rocks in his way. But on a remote, wilderness path somewhere outside the city Jesus thought not of stones, but of the many other things that could keep him from seeing those he loved. 

Six days before Passover Jesus finally arrived in Bethany, the home of Mary, Martha and Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 

(Lazarus presents Jesus with a wrapped stone. Jesus unwraps it and returns it to Lazarus with affection) 

They had prepared a dinner for him. (Lazarus places the stone in Martha’s basket) 

Martha served. (Martha presents it to Jesus.)
(Jesus takes the stone, smells it and returns it to the basket with affection and gratitude)

(Martha offers the stone to Mary. Mary removes the stone from the basket and places it in Jesus’ hands)

Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet and wiped them with her hair. (Mary anoints the stone in Jesus’ hands with fluid from an ornate bottle) 
The house was filled with the fragrance of perfume. 

(Jesus elevates the stone and all enjoy the fragrance)
But Judas Iscariot, (Judas enters abruptly, snatches the rock from Jesus, admires it selfishly) one of Jesus’ disciples said, “Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor. (He said this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief, a keeper of the common purse who was used to stealing what was in it.)

Jesus said, “Leave her alone. (reclaims the rock) She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. You will always have the poor with you, (returns the rock to Mary) but you will not always have me.”

(Mary kisses the rock and places it in Martha’s basket)

(Martha kisses the rock and holds it for Lazarus to wrap)

(Lazarus wraps the rock and kisses it)

(Judas takes Jesus by the elbow and escorts him out)

(Lazarus, Martha and Mary process out with the re-wrapped rock, foreshadowing Jesus’ burial)
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