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Palm Sunday  The Cornerstone

Psalm 118: 1-4, 19-29

Cast – fully memorized, amplified reader (psalmist) who elicits response and coordinates movement while speaking. Child One, Two and Three with individual speaking parts. 

All children with choral parts. Congregation with prompted responses.

Props - the largest stone Child Three can safely and comfortably lift overhead. All children with garments.

Preset - Child One and Child Two upstage (ie. closest to the back wall), slightly facing each other.

Child three offstage with stone. All other children lining the path.

Psalmist: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. God’s steadfast love endures forever. 

Let the children of Israel say it together,

Children: “God’s steadfast love endures forever!”

Psalmist: Let the house of Aaron say, 

Children: “God’s steadfast love endures forever!”

Psalmist: If you love the Lord then say it together!

All: “God’s steadfast love endures forever!”

Psalmist: Open wide the gates of righteousness that we may enter and give thanks to the Lord.

(Child One and Child Two form a bridge with their hands)

Child One: This is the gate of the Lord.

Child Two: The righteous can enter through it.

(reader passes through the “gate”  and turns to face congregation)

Psalmist: (joyfully, arms uplifted) I thank you for answering me 

and for becoming my salvation.

Child Three: (enters with stone, face congregation) The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. This is the stone. (present visually to congregation, pass through gates, pass stone to reader)

Psalmist: (to Child Three, receiving the stone) This is the Lord’s doing, isn’t it?

Child three: (with delight) Isn’t it marvelous?

Psalmist: (with the rock, pass through the “gates” toward the congregation)   

This is the day that the Lord has made! What will you do with it?


Children: We will rejoice and be glad in it!

Psalmist: Then say it with me: Hosanna! (all reply: Hosanna!) Hosanna! (all reply: Hosanna!) We bless you from this house of worship. (with grand gestures) The Lord is God, our light and salvation. Line the procession with branches and give thanks to God for salvation is at the city gates. 

People of God, this is your cornerstone. (move to edge of platform, present stone to congregation one last time) Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.

(all children remove their cloaks and line the path. Reader proceeds up the path and reverently places the stone at the feet of child one, all bow, freeze and exit.)

Optional exit cue for children when the reader quietly says “amen.”
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