February 29, 2004

Lent I 

Journey Toward Jesus

The Lesson and Psalm 

as adapted from portions of Deuteronomy 26  and Psalm 91

5 readers

Reader 2
Those who live in the shelter of the Most High 

will find rest in the shadow of the Almighty.    

Reader 3
This I declare of the Lord; he alone is my refuge, my place of safety.

His faithful promises are your armor and protection.

(This part  from Deuteronomy could be read by one reader as a narrator while the other two readers pantomime the story as priest and worshipper. Following this text, the 3 readers could continue with the Psalm portion)

Reader 1
The Lord is giving you the land and soon you will conquer it, settle down, 

and plant crops. And when you begin harvesting each of your crops, the 

very first things you pick must be put in a basket. Take them to the place 

where the Lord your God chooses to be worshipped, and say to the 

priest,

Reader 2
 “Long ago, the Lord our God promised our ancestors that he would give 



them this land. And today, I thank him for keeping his promise and giving 

me a share of the land.”

Reader 1
The priest will take the basket and set it in front of the Lord’s altar. 



Then standing there in the place of worship, you must pray:

Reader 3
“Our ancestor was homeless,



and went to live in a foreign land.


There were only a few in his family then,

but they became great and powerful, a nation of many people.

The foreign rulers were cruel and had no pity on us.


They mistreated our people and forced us into slavery.

We called out for help to you,



the Lord of our ancestor. 

You heard our cries;



you knew we were in trouble and abused.

Then you terrified our oppressors with your mighty miracles



and rescued us from that foreign land.

You brought us here and gave us this land



rich with milk and honey.

Now Lord, we bring to you the firstfruits of the crops 



that you have given us.

Reader 1
After you say these things, place the basket in front of the Lord’s altar 

and bow down to worship him.  Then you and you family must celebrate 

by eating a meal at the place of worship to thank the Lord your God for giving you such a good harvest.  And remember to invite the priests and the foreigners who live in your town.

          All
This I declare of the Lord;

God alone is my refuge, my place of safety

God is my God, and I am trusting him.

Reader 2
God will shield you with his wings

Reader 3
God will shelter you with his feathers

          All
God’s faithful promises are your armor and protection.

Reader 3
The Lord says, “I will rescue those who love me.”



I will protect those who trust in my name.

Reader 1
When they call on me, I will answer. I will be with them in trouble. 



I will rescue them and honor them. 

I will give them my salvation.



All
Those who live in the shadow of the Most High,




will find rest in the shadow of the Almighty.

March, 7, 2004

Lent II

Gathered by Jesus

The Lesson and Psalm

as adapted from portions of Genesis 15 and Psalm 27

4 readers

Reader 1 
Light!

Reader 2
Space!

Reader 3
Zest!


All
That’s  God!

Reader 4  
The Lord is my light and my salvation.



Who is there to fear?

Reader 1      
The Lord protects me from danger--



so why should I tremble? 

Reader 2
Fierce enemies may attack,

Reader 1,2
Armies may surround us,

Reader 1,2,3
War may break out,


All
Our hearts will not fear.

Reader 4  
We are confident in the promises of God.

God will hide us in his shelter.



God does not hide his face from us.

Reader 3
God will not cast us off.

Reader 2 
God keeps us safe like on the top of a high rock.

Reader 1  
God’s promise came to Abram in a vision.

Reader 3 
“Abram, don’t be afraid! I will protect you and reward you greatly.”

Reader 1  
But Abram answered,

Reader 2  
“Almighty Lord, you have given me everything I could ask for, except children. And when I die, Eliezer of Damascus will get everything I own. You have not given me children, and this servant of mine will inherit everything.”

Reader 1   
The Lord replied,

Reader 3
“No, he won’t. You will have a son of your own, and everything you have will be his.”

Reader 1 
Then God took Abram outside and said,

Reader 3
“Look at the sky and see if you can count the stars. 

That’s how many descendants you will have.”

Reader 1    
Abram believed God and God was pleased with him.

Reader 2  
Yes, we are confident that we will see the Lord’s goodness



while we are here in the land of the living. 

Reader 1,2  
We will wait with hope for the Lord.

Reader 3,4  
Our hearts are full of courage.


All    
Yes, we wait with hope for the Lord.

March 14, 2004

Lent III

Longing for Jesus
The Lesson and Psalm

as adapted from portions of  Isaiah 55 and Psalm 63

3 readers

Reader 1  
So here we are in this place of worship, eyes open, 

as we drink in your strength and glory.

Reader 2
You satisfy us more than the richest of foods.



We will praise you with songs of joy!  


All
Hey, there! Are you thirsty?

Reader 2
Come to the water. 

Reader 3  
Even if you don’t have money.


All
Come anyway.

Reader 2
Come because it’s all free!

Reader 1  
Why do you spend money on what cannot nourish you?

Why spend your wages on what does not satisfy you?

Reader 3  
Listen!

Reader 2
Listen carefully!

Reader 1  
Pay close attention!

Listen to God’s life-giving, life-nourishing words.

Reader 3  
Seek God while God is here to be found.

Pray to God while he is close at hand.

Reader 2  
Let go of your evil thoughts;

Reader 1  
let go of your evil ways.


All  
Return to the Lord our God

Reader 1    
Come back to the One who shows compassion;


All  
Return to the Lord our God.

Reader 3
Come back to the One who is lavish with forgiveness.


All  
God --- you are our God!

Reader 3  
Our lips are brimming with praise like fountains 

Our hands are lifted to you in prayer

Reader 2  
We think about you before we sleep

Our thoughts turn to you when we wake during the night.

Reader 1,2
You are our help.

Reader 3  
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

So are your thoughts higher than our thoughts,

And your ways higher than our ways.


All
Your unfailing love is better than life itself.




All who trust in you will praise you.

March 21, 2004

Lent IV

Coming Home to Jesus
Lesson and Psalm

as adapted from portions of Joshua 5 and Psalm 32

2 readers

Reader 1  
Oh, what joy for those whose rebellion is forgiven,


What joy for those whose sin the Lord does not count against them,




and in whose spirit there is no denial of sin.

Reader 2  
When I refused to confess my sin,

I was weak and miserable,

I groaned all day long.

For day and night your hand of discipline was heavy on me




My strength was dried up like water in the summer heat.

Finally, I said to myself, “I will confess my rebellion to the Lord.




I will stop trying to hide my sins.”

And you forgave me! All my guilt was gone!

Reader 1    
Let all who are faithful confess their rebellion to you while there is time,




so that they will not drown in the floodwaters of judgment.

Reader 1,2
Let them be surrounded with songs of victory.

Reader 1   
As in the time of Joshua, 

while the Israelites were camped out in the desert  near Jericho, 





they celebrated the Passover. 

Then the Lord said to Joshua

“Today I have rolled away the shame of your slavery in a foreign land.”

God stopped sending the Israelites manna to eat each morning. 

That very day, they began to eat the unleavened bread and roasted grain harvested from the land. No manna was ever seen again. From that time on the Israelites ate from the crops of Canaan.

Reader 2  
The Lord says, I will guide you along the best pathway for your life. 

I will advise you and watch over you.

Reader 1    
Don’t be like a stubborn horse or mule




that needs a bit and bridle to keep it under control.

Reader 1,2  
Celebrate God’s unfailing love,




Sing together everyone,





Be glad and shout for joy!

March 28, 2004
Lent V

Finding Ourselves in Jesus
Lesson and Psalm

adapted from portions of Isaiah 43 and Psalm 126

4 readers

Reader 1 
From the words of Isaiah;


All
“I am the Lord, your Holy One, your Creator and King

Reader 2  
I have made a way through the waters,




and a dry path through the strong currents.

Reader 3 
I called forth the mighty army of your oppressors 

with all its chariots and horses.

Reader 4 
I drew them under the waves, and they drowned, 

their lives snuffed out like a smoldering candlewick.


All  
But forget all that ! 

It is nothing compared to what I am going to do. 

I am about to do a brand new thing. 

Reader 1   
See I have already begun.  Don’t you see it? 

Reader 1,2   
It is already happening. Don’t you recognize it?

Reader 3
I will make a pathway through the wilderness 

for my people to come home.

Reader 4
I will create rivers in the desert for my people to be refreshed.

Reader 3,4  
I have formed these people for myself. 

Reader 1   
They will praise me.

Reader 2
All of creation will one day honor me.


All  
The Lord has done spectacular things for us!




We are overjoyed!

Reader 3 
God brought rain to our drought-stricken lives.

Reader 4  
Those who plant in tears will joyfully sing while they harvest.

Reader 2,3 
Those who went off with heavy hearts 




will come home laughing

Reader 1,4

with armloads of blessing.

Reader 1 
From the words of Isaiah;


All  
I am the Lord,  your Holy One, your Creator and King

April 4, 2004
Lent VI

Worshipping Jesus
Lesson and Psalm

adapted from Psalm 118

3 readers

Reader 1
Give thanks to the Lord - for God is good

Reader 2,3
God’s faithful love endures forever.

Reader 1
Let the congregation repeat:

All (w/cong) 
God’s faithful love endures forever.
Reader 2  
Open the gates of righteousness for us.




We will go in and thank the Lord

Reader 3  
Those gates lead to the presence of the Lord




and those in right relationship enter there.

Reader 1  
Thank you for answering our prayer; 




you have truly become our salvation!

Reader 2,3  
God’s faithful love endures forever.

Reader 1  
Let the congregation repeat:

All (w/cong)  
God’s faithful love endures forever!

Reader 2  
The stone the builders tossed aside 




has now become the most important stone -

Reader 3

it has become the cornerstone.

Reader 1  
The Lord has done this and we are amazed;




we can hardly believe it -  

it is marvelous to see.

Reader 2,3  
God’s faithful love endures forever

Reader 1 
Let the congregation repeat:

All (w/cong)
God’s faithful love endures forever!

Reader 3  
The Lord is our God, shining upon us.

Reader 1  
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord

Reader 2,3
Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord.

Reader 1  
From God’s house we bless you.

Reader 2   
Start the celebration!




March with palm branches all the way to the altar.


All 
The Lord is our God,

Reader 3  
We will praise God and tell how thankful we are.

Reader 1
Give thanks to the Lord for God is good

Reader 2,3  
God’s faithful love endures forever.

Reader 1  
Let the congregation repeat:

All (w/cong)
God’s faithful love endures forever!

